
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
February 2009 

Dear District 16 
 
As we begin the 3rd and final trimester of the year, let’s finish strong! I have listed the members up for renewal 
3rd trimester. I encourage you to begin now to make sure these members renew and stay a part of Women of 
Today. We had growth + 24 statewide for 2nd Trimester – which makes us growth + 64 for the year. If we can 
maintain that trend, the state will finish the year with significant growth which hasn’t happened in a very long 
time – yeah! In our district we are at growth + 12. We have 65 of 117 members up for renewal 3rd trimester. 
Please start working now on your members up for renewal so that we can sign as many of them as possible. 
 
Remember that I have a pamper tote (Waseca used for an m-event in February) and the Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland tote complete with everything you need to hold an m-event – please ask for the tote or better yet, 
invite me to be a part of your evening. The Winter Wonderland is making a snowman out of rice/tube sock and 
decorating it. It is a very easy and fun m-night – consider scheduling one soon! Also given out at the last district 
meeting was everything you need to run a Bunco night – just add dice and perspectives! 
 
It is time to look forward to next year. We do have someone willing to step up to the DD position. She will need 
help from a board and DPMs so please think about what your role will be in our district next year and come to 
the meeting ready to be a part of the team for next year.  
 
I hope to see many of you at the district meeting in New Ulm on February 18th. 
 

�����
Membership Tip: Four chapter presidents did a forum on recruitment with MVP Amy at 

convention that was very good. I will have some handouts at the district meeting. But one 
thing that came up was how overwhelmed new members feel or new members sometimes 
just think we are a community service organization and are surprised/overwhelmed by 
everything else. 
 
One chapter president said she emails the agenda to new members with some explanations 

of items/projects etc and encourages them to take things slowly and not feel like they have to 
do and know everything right away. 

 
    I think a mock agenda listing all of the projects that you do under each programming area would be 
a good activation tool; it could be given to new members so that they see the way your meetings are run and can 
see the projects you do and what programming area they fall under. Include this as part of their orientation and 
they have it to refer back to – sort of an agenda and year at a glance all in one document. 
 
 



Waseca Prom Dress Consignment Sale 
Prom Dress Consignment Sale at the Waseca Senior Center from 9am to 3pm on Saturday, February 27th.  If 
you want to sell a dress, contact a Waseca Women of Today member for more details.  Dresses will be sold at 
$50 or less and part of the proceeds goes to the Waseca High School for the students. 
 

Membership  
 
Early bird renewals for membership - March 15th 

Mystical Monday – March 29th; Alex Trabech will be at the CSC taking phone calls – if you have 3 or more 
new members in March, he will scratch off a lottery card for you on the spot – you could win big! 
Membership renewals – April 15th  
 
We currently have 117 members in District 16 – 65 of those are up for renewal 3rd trimester – 56%. 
First Trimester – Growth + 8; 91% retention 
Second Trimester – Growth+ 4; 78% retention 
Third Trimester – Goal; Growth + 1; 85% retention 
 
Members up for renewal by chapter: 
AGI (14): 
Nicole B 
Caroline D 
Sharon E 
Sadie F 
Jennifer G 
Stacy H 
Sandy K 
Vikki L 
Kim M 
Jackie O 
Barb R 
Lisa R 
Gwen S 
Sarah Z 

Hanska (11): 
Sara D 
Vonda D 
Rhonda F 
Kathy G 
Jennifer L 
Johanna L 
Marie L 
Laurie L 
Lanna R 
Sara S 
Tarisa T 
 

 
 

LeSueur (3): 
Melissa H 
Christina S 
Jodi W 
 
Madelia (9): 
Shannon B 
Jody B 
Jennifer C 
Viktoria D 
Jane H 
Traci H 
Michelle K 
Michelle M 
Teresa S 

Mankato (6): 
Jean B 
Luann F 
Cindy G 
Ivy L 
Brandi T 
Pamela W 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Ulm (6): 
Michelle G 
Laura G 
Deanna G 
Mary N 
Victoria S 
Beth Z 
 
Waseca (5): 
Wendy B 
Hope B 
Amanda G 
Christy M 
Lynn R 
 

Winnebago(11
Jenny B 
Robyn B 
Amber F 
Megan J 
Dori K 
Shanna M 
Ingred N 
Carolyn N 
Kim P 
Deb R 
Sue S 
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Upcoming Events 
February 18 – District Meeting in New Ulm 
February 27 – Women’s Wellness Retreat in STMA 
March 13- March Planning 
March 20 – Crafters Extravaganza 
March 20- MMC and Marketing Committee Meetings 
March 26- Area 2 Meeting 
March 27- Area 1 Meeting 
April 9- Area 3 Meeting 
April 10- Area 4 Meeting in North Mankato 
April 15 – Community connections Award Nominations due to Lisa Stordahl 
April 18 - 24 – National Volunteer Recognition Week 
April 24 – LOTS Training in Albany 
April 29 - Project of the Trimester due 
April 30 - All certifications due to SPM 
May 1 - All US certifications due, National Effective Writing and Focus on Women essays due 
May 7 – Transmittal due 
May 21-23 - Annual Convention, Alexandria 
June 11-13 – National USWT convention in Rochester 
 

Kudos to AGI (and others) for their Awards at Convention 
 
Arlington/Green Isle received a great award at convention – come to the district meeting to find out what it was! 
 
Also, congratulations to Nicky Anderson for her Presidential Medallion and US Pin; Lucia Gonzales for her US 
Pin and Jane Hanson for her Presidential Pin! 
 

Area Meeting 
The area meeting is hosted by the DDs from Districts 13, 14, 15 and 16. It will be held in N. Mankato on 
Saturday, April 10. Registration begins at 9am and the meeting begins at 9:30am. We will be serving a light 
breakfast. District 16 is responsibility for plates/napkins/cups, breads and the coffee. If anyone would like to 
bring any of these items, let me know. I make great banana bread so I will do that. Our menu is muffins, breads, 
fruit, juice and coffee.  
 
 

Membership Update from MVP Michelle 
Looking for some Membership ideas?  Don't forget about the Minnesota Women of Today website for great 
ideas.  Our own Jane Hansen has an project listed, "Are you Smarter Than a 5th Grader?"  New Ulm played it at 
a M-Night and had a great time! 
 
How about a Polyester Party 
Chapter Submitting: Champlin 
Members Needed: 6-? 
Estimated Cost: unknown 
Estimated Hours: unknown 
Summary: Send invites to prospective members and current members. Have everyone dress in tacky polyester 
outfits and bring their favorite pizza topping. Be sure to have enough cheese, sauce and crust covered in 
advance. Open with some kind of mixer. Assemble pizzas & enjoy. After dinner have a brief period to talk 
about WT. Give prize for best or worst outfit. 
 



Programming Information from  PVP Brandi 
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DPMS FOR DISTRICT 16 
Community Connections - Kim Marstone New Ulm  
Hearing & Service Dogs - Nikki Anderson Madelia  
Women's Wellness - Kayla Hermann Madelia  
Youth of Today - Jane Hanson Madelia  
Living and Learning - New Ulm Chapter  
Newslet - Jane 
Ways & Means - Amanda Waseca  
Public Relations and Records and Recognition are open.   
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This information is from MN WT website 

Programming Updates 
 
Public Relations 
It is time to get those YouTube Videos produced. Once they are complete, send Dana a link at pr@mnwt.org by 
May 1, 2010. Include things like member interviews, activities, project donations and pictures. A $25 gift card 
will be given to the winning chapter. 
 

 
 
 



USWT Buckets of Sunshine recipient 
Gift of Life Transplant House  -  www.gift-of-life.org 
Wish List: toilet paper, paper towels, napkins, liquid antibacterial hand soap,  hand sanitizer, toilet bowl cleaner, 
Crystal Lite®Lemonade Mix, pop can tabs, paper plates, paper cups, wrapped chocolate candies, postage 
stamps, decaffeinated coffee, Visa gift cards, cash; and if you are coming to National convention in Rochester, 
you can also bring fresh baked goods! 
Share your project and collection with your local media 
 
Ways and Means 
STATE RAFFLE 
The Finance Committee is once again holding a raffle. There are different cash prizes, $ 250, $150, & $100. 
Only 750 tickets will be sold. Each ticket costs $5.00. 
Contact any Finance Committee member or raffle chair Cindy Golbuff to purchase your ticket. Winners will be 
announced at annual convention. 
 
Community Connections 
USWT Priority Project- National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) 
It’s not too late to do something with the USWT Priority Project- AND you get success points for doing so! As 
you heard in my last CIP, my goal is to have 25% chapter participation with NCADV. Plan a drive for wish list 
items, used clothing or used cellphones to donate to a Minnesota Council of Battered Women/NCADV shelter. 
To find the shelter in your community, go to http://www.mcbw.org/members. Make fliers and hand them out in 
your  neighborhoods to collect even more items. My own chapter has held a spa night for the women at our 
local shelter. If you are interested in doing this, just ask me for the details! This can be a fun project and for a 
very good cause. Remember to 
do your reports and transmittals you can be recognized for participating too! 
State organization: Minnesota Coalition For Battered Women, 590 Park Street, Suite 410, St. Paul, MN 55103 
(651) 646-6177 Fax: (651) 646-1527, (651) 646-0994 Crisis Line, (800) 289-6177 Nationwide 
Website: www.mcbw.org, Email: mcbw@mcbw.org 
 
Annual Community Awards 
Awards are given by the Minnesota Women of Today recognizing a Joint Ventures, Community Impact and 
Civic or Environmental Project at Annual Convention. Now is the time to start thinking about nominations! 
Nominations are due on April 15. My goal is to have at least three (3) nominations in each category. Every 
nominating chapter will get a Shoebox of Fun! Call or email me if you are even slightly interested and 
you have questions and you will get a prize too!! 
 
Hearing and Service Dogs of Minnesota 
EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA 
After a nine-month journey with Strategic Name Development, a new name selection has been 
made - Hearing and Service Dogs of Minnesota is becoming Can Do Canines! Same dedicated 
staff and volunteers, same forward-thinking mission, new name. 
 
 
Women’s Wellness 
A one day women’s wellness retreat will be held on Saturday, February 27th at Albertville MN. Registration is 
between 8-9 with a light breakfast. Lunch will be provided between noon-1pm and it will end at 5pm. 
Remember the outlet malls are right there in Albertville – make a day of it.  Anyone interested in taking a group 
from our district let me know.  Registration is due by Feb. 15th. 
 
 
 



� � �
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             This is a fundraiser event & all 
                 proceeds go towards local 
       area family community events including 
          senior scholarship, school supplies, 
                and Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Check us out online: www.mankatoareawt.com 
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Your pre-registration includes 3 
meals, beverages, snacks, goodie 

bags, on-site vendor stores, “make-
n-takes” & lots of opportunities to 

win fabulous door prizes. 
 

What a great opportunity to 
complete those crafts for gifts, 

make some cards and have a little 
fun before it is too nice to be inside 

�

Mail your check & this form to: 
 

Mankato Area Women of 
Today 

301 Main Street West 
Mankato, MN 56001 

 
Brandi 507/245-3007 
bkw@hickorytech.net 

 
Please submit one form per person 

 
Space is limited, so sign up early 

Confirmation will be via e-mail 
 
 

This form may be copied �  
 

Name __________________________ 

 

Address ________________________ 

__________________________

__________________________ 

Phone _________________________ 

 

Email (to confirm your registration) 

_______________________________ 

 
How did you hear about our event? 
___________________________________ 

Registration Form 
Checks only please 

Sign up for: Paper Crafters Extravaganza 
March 20 th, 2010 
o Registration  $45.00 
o Early Bird Registration  $40.00 

(Postmarked February 1 st, 2010) 
 
·  No refunds after March 10 st, 2010.   
·  No refunds for “No Shows” 
·  Must be at least 12 years old to 

register or attend. 
 

 


